
Christina Erikson’s comments 

 

Thank you Mary. 

 

On behalf of the Champlain College Staff Council, I want to welcome you, Don, and Allison, and 

your family to the Champlain College family and to Vermont.  

E. George Evans, Champlain's second President, in his address to the Class of 1897, said:  “Lose 

no opportunity for learning something useful, first in your particular line of duty, but also in the 

line of general education. Never stop learning – you have just begun now.” 

While this comment was made to the student body, I think it also applies in our case of a new 

president. There is much to learn about Champlain; about Burlington; about Vermont and all that 

surrounds us in the Champlain Basin.  

I would wager that for most people in this room who live in Vermont, they would say it is the 

quality of life, the traditions, and the deep love of place that keeps us here.  Eva Sollberger, who 

works for local media outlet, Seven Days, has a video blog called “Stuck in Vermont” which 

gives examples of those of us who are quite content to be stuck here. 

 

When we as a staff discussed what we might offer as part of this ceremony, we thought there 

could be no better thing than to give you the gift of exploration.   

 



With the new ease of collaborating on a document through Google, we as a staff put together a 

Burlington Bucket List for you, Don, and your family.  And, this being Vermont with our love of 

all things maple, we are delivering this as a Burlington Sap Bucket List.  

 

This list demonstrates the Champlain College staff’s love of place, of the culture of our place, and 

of the profound caring and connection to our community. As you work your way through this list, 

we think you may just get “stuck” in Vermont too. 

 

Welcome and Congratulations! 

 

 


